
 
 
 

 
I. Reading I (Jon 3:1-5, 10) 
A Reading from the Book of Jonah 
 
The word of the Lord came to Jonah, saying:  “Set out for 
the great city of Nineveh, and announce to it the message 
that I will tell you.”  So Jonah made ready and went to 
Nineveh, according to the Lord’s bidding.  Now Nineveh 
was an enormously large city; it took three days to go 
through it.  Jonah began his journey through the city, and 
had gone but a single day’s walk announcing, “Forty days 
more and Nineveh shall be destroyed,” when the people of 
Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast and all of 
them, great and small, put on sackcloth. 
When God saw by their actions how they turned from their 
evil way, he repented of the evil that he had threatened to do 
to them; he did not carry it out. 
The Word of the Lord 
 
Reading II (1 Cor 7:29-31) 
 
A Reading from the First Letter of St. Paul to the 
Corinthians 
 
I tell you, brothers and sisters, the time is running out.  From 
now on, let those having wives act as not having them, those 
weeping as not weeping, those rejoicing as not rejoicing, 
those buying as not owning, those using the world as not 
using it fully.  For the world in its present form is passing 
away. 
The Word of the Lord 
 
Gospel (Mk 1:14-20) 
 
The Gospel According to St. Mark 
 
After John had been arrested, Jesus came to Galilee 
proclaiming the gospel of God:  “This is the time of 
fulfillment.  The kingdom of God is at hand.  Repent, and 
believe in the gospel.” 
As he passed by the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his 
brother Andrew casting their nets into the sea; they were 
fishermen.  Jesus said to them, “Come after me, and I will 
make you fishers of men.”  Then they abandoned their nets 
and followed him.  He walked along a little farther and saw 
James, the son of Zebedee, and his brother John.  They too 
were in a boat mending their nets.  Then he called them.  So 
they left their father Zebedee in the boat along with the hired 
men and followed him.  
The Word of the Lord 
 
Questions:  
    
1. What was the message that Jesus proclaimed in Galilee?  

a. “The kingdom of God is at hand.  Repent, and 
believe in the gospel.” 

b. This is the time of fulfillment.  The kingdom of God      

 
 
 
 

is at hand.  Repent, and believe in the gospel.” 
c. “John the Baptist was arrested, believe in the gospel 

and in me, you will be saved.” 
d. All of the above. 

 
2. What were Simon and Andrew doing when Jesus passed 

by the Sea of Galilee?    
 
a. They were sleeping on their boat.  
b. They were in a boat mending their nets. 
c. They were casting their nets into the sea. 
d. They were eating lunch with their family. 
 

3. What did Simon, Andrew, James and John do when 
Jesus called them to follow Him? 
 
a. They greeted Him and continued to work. 
b.   They were so glad.  They jumped out of their 

 boats to welcome Him. 
      c . They immediately left their boats, nets, and    parents   
 and followed Jesus. 
 
II. Reflections 
 
Reading I 
  
God sent the prophet Jonah to the people of the pagan city 
of Nineveh.  The people of Nineveh were doing many sinful 
things, and Jonah warned them of God’s anger.  The people 
listened to Jonah.  They turned from their evil ways, 
believed in God, fasted, and did penance. Because of their 
change of heart, God spared them. 
No matter who we are, we all need God’s mercy and 
forgiveness.  Like the people of Nineveh, we are to turn 
away from evil and return to God without delay. 
Who are the people in today’s world that help us to turn 
away from sin and evil behavior?  Do we always listen to 
the Jonahs in our lives?  Why or why not?  How do you 
sometimes help others to turn back to God and do the right 
thing? How does celebrating Reconciliation show that we 
have had a change of heart?  
 
Reading II 
  
In this reading Saint Paul reminds the people of Corinth that 
our world is not a lasting home.  By this he means that 
Christ will come again in glory.  Until he comes again, we 
are to do our best to live good lives and to care for the needs 
of others.  When we do these things, we are always ready to 
meet Christ.  Preparing for God’s Kingdom should always 
be a top priority for Christians. 
Why is it important to live each day as a preparation for 
God’s Kingdom?  How do we do that?  Who helps us to 
remember that Christ will come again and that no one 
knows the time of his coming?   
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Gospel  
  
Today’s gospel reading recounts how Jesus calls his first 
disciples Simon and Andrew, James and John.  His herald, 
John the Baptist, has been put in prison.  Jesus urgently calls 
people to repent and believe in the good news.  Like the 
Ninevites in the first reading, the four fishermen 
immediately respond to God’s call.  They leave their boats 
and their nets in order to follow Jesus right on the spot.  “I 
will make you fishers of men,” Jesus promises his new 
disciples.  They take his words to heart and make following 
him their first priority in life. 
What does Jesus call his first disciples and us to do?  Are 
there things that might prevent us from hearing Jesus’ urgent 
call?  What are they?  Who or what can help us to put 
following Jesus first in our lives?  What do you think Jesus 
means by the term “fishers of men”?  Who do you know in 
your family, school, parish, or community that seems to be a 
fisher of men, women, or children?  Explain what this 
person does and tell how you might try to follow this 
person’s example. 

III. Finding Words 

O J E G L J W G D E I L E R I 
S I M O N O A A R F E E L A L 
I D N S N H D L A I B T T S T 
J R E P E N T I B S Z L N G D 
J A M E S E G L A H A I E R S 
J B E L I E V E N E R E E E A 
H F O L L O W E D R R L J E F 
K L S K I N G D O M E E G O E 
F A N D B E D N N E S K I A S 
F U L F I L L M E N T T D E I 
S L E D Z E B E D E E E J N H 
J D E E T N T E A N D R E W M 
F F M E E B I R D D N L S O O 
W W M L E I M D E E I D U F T 
P T N B L L N I O N A F S A T 

 

 

 

 

IV. Fill in the Blank 
 

ANDREW FISHERS JAMES 
JOHN REPENT SIMON 

 
1. After John had been arrested, Jesus came to Galilee 
proclaiming the gospel of God:  “This is the time of 
fulfillment. The kingdom of God is at hand.  
______________, and believe in the gospel.” 

2. As he passed by the Sea of Galilee, he saw 
______________ and his brother ______________ 

casting their nets into the sea; they were fishermen.   
3. Jesus said to them, “Come after me, and I will make you 

______________ of men.”  Then they abandoned their 
nets and followed him.   

4. He walked along a little farther and saw 
______________, the son of Zebedee, and his brother 
______________.  They too were in a boat mending 

their nets.  Then he called them.  So they left their father 
Zebedee in the boat along with the hired men and followed 
him. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
JOHN  ARRESTED JESUS  GALILEE  

GOSPEL  FULFILLMENT KINGDOM  REPENT 
BELIEVE  SIMON  ANDREW  FISHERMEN 

ABANDONED  FOLLOWED  JAMES ZEBEDEE  
 

“Com
e 

after 
me, 

and I 
will 

make 
you 

fisher
s of 
men.
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“Hãy 
theo 
Ta, 

Ta sẽ 
làm 
cho 
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ngươi 
trở 
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