
 
 
 

 
 

I. Reading I (Acts 2:1-11) 
 

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles 
 
When the time for Pentecost was fulfilled, they were all in 
one place together.  And suddenly there came from the sky a 
noise like a strong driving wind, and it filled the entire 
house in which they were.  Then there appeared to them 
tongues as of fire, which parted and came to rest on each 
one of them.  And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit 
and began to speak in different tongues, as the Spirit enabled 
them to proclaim. 
Now there were devout Jews from every nation under 
heaven staying in Jerusalem.  At this sound, they gathered in 
a large crowd, but they were confused because each one 
heard them speaking in his own language.  They were 
astounded, and in amazement they asked, “Are not all these 
people who are speaking Galileans?  Then how does each of 
us hear them in his native language?  We are Parthians, 
Medes, and Elamites, inhabitants of Mesopotamia, Judea 
and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, 
Egypt and the districts of Libya near Cyrene, as well as 
travelers from Rome, both Jews and converts to Judaism, 
Cretans and Arabs, yet we hear them speaking in our own 
tongues of the mighty acts of God.” 
The Word of the Lord  
  
Reading II (1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13) 
 
A Reading from the First Letter of St. Paul to the 
Corinthians  
 
Brothers and sisters:  No one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” 
except by the Holy Spirit. 
There are different kinds of spiritual gifts but the same 
Spirit; there are different forms of service but the same 
Lord; there are different workings but the same God who 
produces all of them in everyone.  To each individual the 
manifestation of the Spirit is given for some benefit. 
As a body is one though it has many parts, and all the parts 
of the body, though many, are one body, so also Christ.  For 
in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether 
Jews or Greeks, slaves or free persons, and we were all 
given to drink of one Spirit. 
The Word of the Lord  
    
Gospel (Jn 20:19-23) 
 
The Gospel According to St. John 
 
On the evening of that first day of the week, when the doors 
were locked, where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, 
Jesus came and stood in their midst and said to them, “Peace 
be with you.”  When he had said this, he showed them his 
hands and His side.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
The disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord.  Jesus said 
to them again, “Peace be with you 
ou.  As the Father has sent me, so I send you. And when he 
had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, 
“Receive the Holy Spirit.  Whose sins you forgive are 
forgiven them, and whose sins you retain are retained.”  
The Word of the Lord  
  
I. Questions: 

     
1/ Why did the disciples hide in a room with locked doors? 

a. The disciples hide in a room with locked doors 
because there was a severe storm outside. 

b. The disciples hide in a room with locked doors 
because they were cowards. 

c. The disciples hide in a room with locked doors 
because the feared of the Jews.   

2/ What did the disciples receive from Jesus after He 
breathed on them? 

a. The disciples received the authority to retain sins on 
earth. 

b. The disciples received the authority to forgive sins. 
c. The disciples received the Holy Spirit. 
d. All of the above. 

3/ When we go to confession, who does forgive our sins? 
a. When we go to confession, God forgives our sins.   
b. When we go to confession, the priest forgives our 

sins.     
c. When we go to confession, the representative of 

God forgives our sin 
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II. Find Words:  
 

N C J E E E U E A U E A I E S 

L B H V F F W K R W S S O E S 

V R D J D L S L F C V H S C E 

L E V E N I N G A I O R F E B 

B A F S E H V E T H T R E E I 

I T O U P T C D H O S N D C K 

A H R S E N D D E L E P R C G 

I E G O A F E A R Y E E C B I 

I D I S C I P L E S I E S C G 

D O V S E N S D J P I S H D E 

E O E E I R G I O I I E I R C 

I R I S H R L E I R E G J I O 

C S V L C D I S C I P L E S E 

S E R E C E I V E T I C W E E 

R N H L O C K E D J G E S S T 

 
EVENING  DOORS  LOCKED  DISCIPLES  

        FEAR JEWS  JESUS  PEACE  
DISCIPLES  REJOICED  FATHER  SEND  
BREATHED  RECEIVE  HOLY 

SPIRIT  
FORGIVE  

 
III. Fill in the Blank 

 
FATHER HANDS HOLY SPIRIT 
PEACE REJOICED SINS 

 
1. On the evening of that first day of the week, when 
the doors were locked, where the disciples were, for fear of 
the Jews, Jesus came and stood in their midst and said to 
them, “______________ be with you.”   
2. When he had said this, he showed them his 
______________ and his side.   
3. The disciples ______________ when they saw the 
Lord.   
4. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you.  As 
the ______________ has sent me, so I send you.”   
5. And when he had said this, he breathed on them and 
said to them, “Receive the ______________.  Whose 
______________ you forgive are forgiven them, and whose 
sins you retain are retained. 
 
IV. Reflections 

 
Reading I:   
What would you say has been the most exciting event in 
your life so far?  The disciples who were gathered in the 
upper room at the first Pentecost would have no trouble 

answering that question.  They would immediately tell us 
the story of the Holy Spirit’s dramatic descent on the 
followers of Jesus.  A great, thundering wind!  Tongues of 
scarlet fire parting over their heads!  Each person filled with 
the Holy Spirit!  Everyone suddenly speaking in languages 
they had never known before!  What a day that was! 
At Pentecost the gift of the Spirit filled the disciples with the 
energy and power to speak so that people from many nations 
could understand them.  It was an event that changed the 
world and gave birth to the universal Church. 
Before the Holy Spirit came to rest on the disciples, they 
were confused and fearful.  They longed for the good old 
days when all they had to do was follow Jesus’ lead.  What 
events or persons in your life have helped you to live your 
faith more openly or courageously?  What difference do you 
think the sacraments of initiation have made in your life? 
  
Reading II:  
The game of “one-up”-manship can cause trouble even in 
religious communities.  When St. Paul wrote this letter to 
the Corinthians, they were debating about whose spiritual 
gifts were better.  Did those who could speak in foreign 
tongues have a more valuable gift than those who could 
prophesy?  The truth is revealed in the letter.  All of the gifts 
of the Spirit are valuable. And they are all given for the 
common good. 
In the Spirit we are all made one in the Body of Christ.  
Whatever our different gifts, there is one God who produces 
them and makes us one. 
Brainstorm on the chalkboard or a sheet of newsprint all the 
gifts, talents, and skills of the members of the class.  How do 
you think the Holy Spirit wants these gifts to be used in the 
one Body of Christ?  List ways of using these gifts in the 
family, the parish, and the world.  
As the Church was filled with the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, 
we were each filled with the Spirit at our Baptism.  What 
work of the Spirit do you most want to do for the Church?  
For the world?  
  
Gospel:  
Some events are so life-changing that we have to keep going 
back to them in memory to grasp their true meaning.  That’s 
how it was with the gospel writers and the resurrection of 
Jesus.  In this reading, John recalls the evening of the first 
Easter.  Jesus appears in the midst of the disciples and gives 
them his peace.  He breathes on them and gives them the 
breath of the Holy Spirit so that they have the power to 
forgive sins. 
As we know from the first reading, the Spirit would be 
experienced again as fire and a mighty wind at Pentecost.  
But whatever form the Spirit takes, his gifts are intended to 
bring unity and peace to the Body of Christ. 
How would you complete this statement:  “To me, peace 
means....”  Describe times when you have experienced 
peace.  When Jesus says “Peace be with you,” what do you 
think he has in mind? 
Why is the power to forgive sins so important in the 
Christian community?  What examples have you seen in 
your family or your parish of people sharing the peace of 
Christ? 
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