
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Bearing Fruit in God’s Name 

March 7  Third Sunday of Lent (Luke 13:1-9) 

 

1 There wer some present at that very time who told him of the Galileans 
whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. 2 And he answered 
them, “Do you think that these Galileans were worse sinners that all the 
other Galileans, because they suffer thus? 3 I tell you, No; but unless you 
repent you will all likewise perish. 4 Or those eighteen upon whom the 
tower in Silo’am fell and killed them, do you think that they were worse 
offenders than all the others who dwelt in Jerusalem? 5 I tell you, No, but 
unless you repent you will all likewise perish. 6 And he told this parable: “A 
man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came seeking fruit on it 
and found none. 7 And he said to the vinedresser, Lo, these three years I 
have come seeking fruit on this fig tree, and I find none. Cut it down; should 
it use up the ground? 8 And he answered him. Let it alone, sir, this year 

also, till I dig about it and put on manure. 9 And if it bears fruit next year, 

well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.” 

 

DURING LENT WE HAVE a special opportunity to take a close look at 
whether we are living as disciples of Christ. 
Traditionally, we concentrate on those aspects of 
our lives that are interfering with our relationship 
with God. What sins, addictions or distractions keep 
you from following Jesus? What should you cut out 
of your life so that you may bear fruit? What ought 
you to give up? 
Another approach is to nourish and cultivate those 
areas of our lives that seem to be bearing fruit 

already. How are you already following Jesus? Do you feel close to him 
when you pray but don’t make much time for it? Do you appreciate God’s 
presence in nature but hardly ever go outside? Do you experience God’s 
love when you spend time with family but find yourself spending more time 
working instead? How can you be more responsive to God? 
Lord Jesus, help me to bear fruit in your name. 
 

*** 

A Party for the Unworthy 

March 14  Fourth Sunday of Lent  (Luke 15: 1-3, 11-32) 

 

1Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear him. 2 
And the Pharisees and the scribes murmured, saying, “This man receives 
sinners and eats with them.” 3 So he told them this parable: 11 And he 
said: “There was a man who had two sons: 12 and the younger of them 
said to his father, Father, give me the share of property that falls to me. And 
he divided his living between them.  
13Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and took his 
journey into a far country, and there he spuandered his property in loose 
living. 14And when he had spent everything, a great famine arose in that 
country, and he began to be in want. 15So he went and joint himself to one 
of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to feed swine. 16 
And he would gladly have fed on the pods that the swine ate; and no one 
gave him anything. 17 But when he came to himself he said: “How many of 
my father’s hired servants have bread enough and to spare, but I perish 
here with hunger! 18I wil arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, 
Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; 19I am no longer 
worthy to be called your son; treat me as 19I am no longer worthy to be 
called your son; treat me as one of your hired servants.” 
20 And he arose and came to his father. But while he was yet at a distance, 
his father saw him and had compassion, and ran and embraced him and 
kissed him. 21 And the son said to him, `Father, I have sinned 
againstheaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son  

 son.' 22 But the father said to his servants, `Bring quickly the best robe, 
and put it  
on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet;   23 and bring the 
fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and make merry, 24 for this my son was 
dead, and is alive again, he was lost, and is found. And they began to make 
merry.  
25Now his elder son was in the field and as he came and drew near to the 
house, he hear music and dancing. 26 And he called one of the servants 
and asked what this meant. 27 And he said to him: “Your brother has come, 
and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has received him safe 
and sound.” 28 But he was angry and fefused to go in. His Father came out 
and entreated him, 29 but he answered his father, “Lo, these many years I 
have served you, and I never disobeyed your command yet you never gave 
me a kid, that I might make merry with my friends. 30 But when this son of 
yours came, who has devoured your living with harlots, you killed for him 
the fatted calf!” 31 And he said to him: “Son, you are always with me, and 
all that is mine is yours. 32 It was fiiing to make merry and be glad, for this 
your brother was dead, and is alive, he was lost, and is found.”  
 
EMBARRASSING AS IT IS to acknowledge this, I often feel like the 

Prodigas Son’s older brother. I completely 
understand his sentiments. He was not able to 
rejoice over another’s good fortune because he 
was focusing on whether the recipient of his 
father’s love was truly deserving. He was also 
wallowing in his own imagined neglect: I’ve 
been faithful all these years, and no oen even 
noticed. Poor me! This gospel offers marvelous 
material for prayer and reflection for each of us. 

Are we able to rejoice with antho\ther because of some good gift they’ve 
received whether it be a material gift, a promotion or new opportunity, an 
affirmation or reward? Or has our fountain of joy dried up because we are 
founderingin our own misery? 
Look deep within your heart to see if there may be a bit of rejoicing you are 
withholding. Practice being glad because of another’s good fortune. 
Oh most merciful One, teach me to throw a party fo the unworthy, knowing 
that I may be guest of honor.  

*** 

Living with Change 

March 21  Fifth Sunday of Lent  (John 8: 1-11) 
 
1But Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. 2Early in the morning he came 
again to the temple, all the people came to him, and he sat down and 
taught them. 3The scribes and the Pharisesees brought a woman who had 
been caught in adultery, and placing her in the midst. 4they said to him, 
“Teacher, this woman has been caught in the act of adultery. 5Now in the 
law Moses commanded us to stone such. What do you say about her?” 6 
This they said to test him, that they might have some charge to bring 
against him.  
Jesus bent down and wrote with his finger on the ground. 7And as they 
continued to ask him, he stood up and said to them: “Let him who is without 
sin among you be the first to throw a stone at her.” 8And once more he bent 
down and wrote with his finger on the ground. 9But when they heard it, they 
went away, one by one, beginning with the eldest, and Jesus was left alone 
with the woman standing before him. 10Jesus looked up and said to her: 
“Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?” 11She said: “No 
one, Lord” And Jesus said: “Neither do I condemn you, go and do not sin 
again.” 
 
See, I am doing something new! Now it springs forth,  

do you perceive it? (Isaiah 43:19) 
 
GOD’S SAVING ACTION as summed up in 
the Isaiah story continued to be repeated 
throughout our lives. We are constantly being 
delivered from death to life if we are willing to 
cooperate. I think of people like my friend who 
lost his job and began a successful business 
and my now deceased mother who found 
wonderful new friendships when her health 

forced her out of her beloved home and into assisted living.  
Change, especially when it is thrust upon us rather thanchosen, is rarely 
welcomed. We may feel disoriented, anxious and angry and resist the very 
things that will eventually prove to be life-giving. Worst of all, we so 
desperately want to hold on to the way things used to be that we entirely 
miss the gifts to be found in the present moment. 
Saving God, give us eyes to see the wonder of your faithfulness.  
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